February Newsletter

Here is some news for February!

Math-Students are working on fractions. This concept has been split into two units so students will be assessed twice on fractions. We are currently working on the first unit. This unit focuses on unit and non-unit fractions, “like” fractions, comparing fractions, ordering fractions and adding and subtracting “like” fractions. We will begin reviewing for this unit at the beginning of next week. Students will be assessed at the end of next week. Please continue to go over the review materials that are sent home with your child so that they are adequately prepared for the test. 
The second unit will also focus on fractions but the concepts will be more challenging. Some the concepts we will cover are adding and subtracting “unlike” fractions, mixed numbers, improper fractions and using bar models to solve word problems involving fractions. We will begin this unit when we return from our Winter Break. 

We continue to utilize the Rocket Math Program. Students are making good progress with their multiplication facts. Please make sure your child continues to practice his/her facts daily. At this point, students should have most of their multiplication facts mastered and be moving on and practicing their division facts. 

Reading-Students have recently finished up working within their literature circles. We are really proud of how the students worked within their groups. Many of the students enjoyed the books that they were assigned to read and took their roles very seriously!

 Our class has moved onto Unit 3 in the LEAD 21 program. This unit focuses on the Atlantic States and requires to students to read both fiction and nonfiction. Some of the comprehension skills that we will focus on throughout the unit are: visualizing, main idea and details and summarizing. Students will learn about these skills, practice them as a class, and then use them within their own independent reading book. Students will also discuss the following vocabulary words: economy, support, issue, region, fertile, consequence, swoop, reel and dazzling. 

Students continue to meet in small-guided reading groups each week. Each group is reading both fiction and nonfiction selections as well as focusing on specific vocabulary and comprehension skills. 
Fluency-Students continue to receive a poem each day. Please encourage your child to read this poem twice each day at home. If a new poem is not handed out in class, students have been directed to go back in their folders and look for a favorite poem to practice. 

Read Aloud-We are currently reading the book The Graduation of Jake Moon by Barbara Park. This book is about a boy’s relationship with his grandfather before and after he was diagnosed with Alzheimer’s Disease. As students listen to the book they are asked to pay close attention to the main character (Jake). After reading, students make a claim about Jake, record it in their reading journal and support it with text evidence. This is good preparation for the upcoming NYS English Language Arts assessment. 

Spelling-Our upcoming word sorts will focus on the final long “e” sound and changing the final “y” in a word to an “i.”

Social Studies- We continue to discuss the Native Americans of New York. Some of the topics being discussed are: longhouse villages, family and village structures, food, roles of family members and certain ceremonies and celebrations. 

Science-We have recently started our Land and Water Unit. Students have simulated the water cycle within their water tables, looked at how rain erodes land and discussed what happens when water from a single source flows over and through land. Students will continue to work within groups to investigate different types of soil and also to build a dam in their water tables. 
**We will have our Valentines Day celebration on Friday, February 14th. Students are welcome to bring in Valentine cards to pass out in class, but do not need to. Attached to this newsletter is a class list. 

This is all of the news for now. If you have any questions or concerns, please call or email. Have a great month ( 
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